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years' experience of the most important fruit section of the
United States.
" It has been estimated that the average cost of fumiga-
tion per tree, taking the whole of the citrus belt, amounts
to about 30 or 40 cents, which means an expense of approx-
imately $30 to $40 per acre, and this is done on an average
about every other year. This is intensive insect fighting,
but when the improved market value of the fruit is con-
sidered, it is money judiciously spent with such a valuable
crop as the orange or lemon/'
In conclusion we may say that the benefits of exemption
from scale insects is clearly reflected in the prices asked
for land and bearing orchards in scale-free localities.
The annual tax of 15 to 20 cents a tree for fumigation is
especially unwelcome and growers in scale-free localities
do well to exercise every possible precaution to prevent
the introduction and establishment of such relentless
tax-gatherers as the insect pests and plant diseases have
proved themselves to be.